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Potential Contributions of CTBTO to the Full
Implementation and Complement of the Pelindaba

Treaty

The Palindaba Treaty which aims to create a nuclear weapon free zone (NWFZ) in Africa entered into force,
since july 2009. The African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) was established for the purpose
of ensuring compliance with the obligations under the Treaty consisting for the Parties to do not conduct,
among others, research and development in nuclear explosions and other allied activities in the region. The
AFCONE, is also in charge of developing nuclear sciences and applications in itsmember states. In that context,
the challenge of AFCONE related to checking, preventing and alerting on threats on nuclear material and
weapons may be handled within the infrastructure of the CTBTO, like the international monitoring systems
(IMS). The CTBTO infrastructure can also serves as data bases and systems for supporting nuclear sciences,
seismology, and other scientific fields of interests of the Palindaba Treaty compliances. The IMS networks
and the OSI programs of the CTBTO could be useful for providing informations and alerts during nuclear
emergency events and in tracking other malicious acts involving nuclear material around the African region,
and by the way, putting in place and effective system of verification and scientific supports.
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